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WANTED – a Five Year Farm Bill!
Land trusts and local governments have leveraged working lands easement funding into millions of acres of permanently conserved agricultural lands. With your help, we’re still hopeful of securing a new Farm Bill that embraces the successful model of helping land trusts purchase perpetual conservation easements from willing landowners. These easements secure food and fiber, clean water, wildlife habitat, and our rural heritage – a good investment for future generations of farmers, ranchers, and all Americans.
Be on the Lookout
The failed 2012 Farm Bill was negotiated in a climate of unprecedented fiscal constraints with extraordinary pressure to reduce funding, consolidate programs, or eliminate them altogether. Despite overall cuts ranging from $23-35 billion, we were remarkably successful in securing at least level funding for Agricultural Land Easements. We are hopeful that the new Congress will use last year’s bills as a model as they begin again. Here are the land trust priorities that were approved by the full Senate and the House Agriculture Committee…and need to be part of any new Farm Bill:

· Strong funding – Amid widespread cuts, perpetual easements would have received significant funding; between $1.38 and $1.58 billion over the next decade. We need to relay the strongest possible arguments to preserve this funding, which is very much at risk.

· A merger that embraced land trust partnerships - The new Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) program would merge the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) and Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), using the successful model of providing grants for land trusts to buy perpetual easements. Federal acquisitions and term easements would disappear.

· Successful amendments defined the federal role – The Senate unanimously adopted an amendment to clearly limit the federal role in the acquisition and stewardship of ALE easements. Thanks to the efforts of Congressmen Chris Gibson (R-NY), Scott Tipton (R-CO) and others, this and other important changes were included in the House draft.
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Waiver for grasslands maintained –USDA could pay up to 75% of appraised value for easements on grasslands of special significance.  We will continue to push for the ability to waive cash match requirements for the most important ALE projects, where willing landowners are able to donate enough easement value to match NRCS funds.
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Help Pass the 2013 Farm Bill Now
The 2008 Farm Bill has been extended through September, and it does not appear that Congress will begin work on a new bill until after near-term budget debates are resolved. Here’s where it stands:
· Mandatory funding for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) had already been extended through 2014 under a previous appropriations bill. The full year fiscal year 2013 continuing resolution is silent on FRPP, which should theoretically allow it to rise to a record $189.8 million ($200m reduced by sequestration).
· This extension will allow new Grassland Reserve Program and Wetland Reserve Program projects up to their acreage cap, but specific apportionments have not yet been announced.
· Failure to pass a five-year bill resulted in a short-term extension that could cut the “baseline” for easement programs. Any additional extensions could further to erode our chance of maintaining funding for Agricultural Land Easements. 
Do you have a relationship with a member of the House and Senate agriculture committees?  If a committee member represents your service area, we hope you’ll consider inviting them to visit the places you’re working to conserve. We’ve created a guide to hosting site visits and we’re always willing to discuss strategy.
Land trust outreach made the difference last time around and indeed, your voice is the best chance for success we have as the new round of negotiations begin!
What Else?

· At every opportunity, we will continue to be guided by the consensus priorities identified by land trusts in Land Trust Proposals for the 2012 Farm Bill: www.lta.org/policy/fb-proposals.

· Whenever Congress eventually passes a Farm Bill we’ll need your help on rulemaking, to make sure it is as easy as possible for land trusts to participate in its conservation programs.
· Please contact Lynne Sherrod at 970-487-9924 or lsherrod@lta.org with any questions, comments, or outreach ideas that you might have regarding the 2013 Farm Bill.
These successes would not have been possible without the hard work of partners like Mesa Land Trust, which invited Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO) to meet the easement donors of C&R Farms (above). Bennet later championed our Senate amendments and is pictured at right holding up a land trust letter at an Ag Committee hearing.
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Economic Benefits from Farm Bill Programs





Is there a tie between conserved working landscapes and positive economic benefits to the surrounding communities? In a newly released publication funded by USDA/NRCS, The Power of Leveraging Local and Federal Dollars to Strengthen Agricultural Land Easement Investments, four case studies featuring FRPP projects from across the country illustrate a direct & quantifiable link. Download it at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lta.org/policy/FRPPbenefits" �www.lta.org/policy/FRPPbenefits� 














Learn More and Get Involved


SEND A MESSAGE TO CONGRESS�Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.farmbillnow.com" �www.farmbillnow.com� to sign a petition, send a tweet, and post on your rep’s Facebook wall.


SUBSCRIBE�Join our email list for land trust leaders who want the inside scoop on farm bill by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:policy@lta.org" �policy@lta.org�.


VISIT�Our Farm Bill webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lta.org/farmbill" �www.lta.org/farmbill� has program information and tips for getting involved.








