Land and Stewardship Peer Group trip to the Keweenaw
September 16-17, 2010

DRAFT SCHEDULE (updated August 27)
Wednesday, September 15 – travel to Keweenaw, dinner on your own

Thursday, September 16:

8:30 - 9:00 AM
Meet at Ford Forestry Center in Alberta (by L’Anse)



Continental Breakfast, coffee, juice – and make your box lunch (or you won’t have lunch ( )

9:00-9:45
Meet your peers

9:45-11:00
Classroom with MTU faculty Jim Rivard and Jim Schmierer



BMPs
Forest Management Plans, Prescriptions, Harvest Contracts, Harvest Inspection, Water Quality Inspection, Audit forms, Follow-up

Discuss forestry provisions in Conservation Easements and goal-based parameters

Accommodating for changes, such as climate change and invasive species

11:00-3:00
In the field at Tech’s Ford Forestry Center



BMPs (completed projects, sites that need to be done, and active sites (if possible)




Active forestry




Older expanding gap silviculture site

General:  Questions and Answers, forest types, ecological and wildlife goals, forest management plans, and a description of tomorrow’s visit to Nara.
3:00 

Drive to Baraga DNRE Field Office 

3:30 – 5:00
Gary Willis, Service Forester, MDNRE
Elements of a good forest management plan (brief overview)

Timber Harvest Contract (share good example of contract)

Commercial Forest Act

How land trusts can better work with Foresters and Loggers

Providing third party oversight

General question and answer session

7:00
(optional)  - Meet at KBC (Keweenaw Brewing Company), a local brew pub in Houghton.  
Pizza will be provided.

Keweenaw Brewing Company, 408 Shelden Ave, Houghton, MI

Friday, September 17
8:30 

Meet at Nara Nature Center Chalet in Houghton for bagels, cinnamon rolls, and coffee

9:00-10:00
Tour Nara Nature Center property (cooperative project between donors, Michigan Tech, and the City of Houghton), with Jim Schmierer

10:00-11:00
Round table discussion with peers – Conservation Easement Language and other topics
11:00-12:00
Discussion with Justin Miller

Utilizing professional foresters as trusted consultants




Femelschlag:  Expanding Gap Silviculture to encourage biodiversity





Example of work with UP Land Trust




Elements of a good Forest Management Plan

12:00-12:30
Lunch

12:30

Travel to Hovel Property with owner, Joe Hovel
1:00-3:00
Review Hovel property Forest Management Plan in the field


Learn about rapid assessment tools, including how to use a prism
