Template Landowner Thank You Letter to Co-sponsors

Directions:  Use this template for  a landowner who has conserved their land and taken advantage of the incentive to thank members of your Congressional delegation who have co-sponsored H.R.1964 or S. 339, the bills to make the enhanced easement incentive permanent.
It is important for Congress to hear real stories from landowners who benefit from this incentive.  Each time your land trust completes an easement transaction, ask your landowner to tell their members of Congress about it.  Feel free to have them use this template, but urge them to write from the heart.  Congressional staff pay a great deal of attention to letters from individuals who have clearly taken the time to write them.  Form letters do not receive much attention.  At the very least, ask your landowner to customize the sections in green.
Congressional mail still takes weeks to be processed.  Please FAX your letter or email it to tax staff with photos of the property.  If possible, obtain copies of letters your landowners have sent for your future Congressional visits.  Also, please copy us at policy@lta.org or 1660 L Street, NW Ste. 1100 Washington, DC 20036.

Tip: you could also use quotes from letters like this to put together a sheet of testimonials for other landowners.

Landowner’s Personal Letterhead

[DATE]

The Honorable [Member Name]
[U.S. House of Representatives / United States Senate]

Washington, DC [House: 20515 or Senate: 20510]
VIA FAX: [Go to house.gov and senate.gov for fax #’s—the best way to send]

Dear [Senator or Representative and last name]:

I am writing as the owner of [a dairy farm, cattle ranch, hardwood forest, etc], in [describe where your land is and provide a sense of place].  Today I protected my land from development for my children and generations to come by donating a conservation easement to [name of land trust].  I simply could not have afforded this choice without help from a tax incentive that is currently set to expire at the end of 2011.  I urge you to make the conservation tax incentive permanent so other landowners can follow in my footsteps.

[Describe your land, why it’s special to you and how its preservation benefits your community.]

The proliferation of [subdivisions, vacation homes, etc] in my community has made the development rights on my land, not the land itself, my single most valuable asset.  I never wanted to sell my land for development, but the property taxes on its inflated value nearly forced me to do so, and under previous rules I would have received little benefit from donating a conservation easement.

Fortunately, the enhanced tax deduction for conservation easements allowed me to deduct a larger portion of my income over a longer period of time.  Given my limited income, these rules are the only reason I’ll be able to deduct anywhere near the full value of the development rights I retired.

I’m grateful that Congress extended this incentive in December, but, in my case, it took [##] months to complete this complicated financial transaction.  I’m concerned that very few landowners will be able to follow in my footsteps by the end of 2011, unless Congress acts to make this incentive permanent.
Thank you for co-sponsoring [H.R.1964 / S. 339.] Your interest and leadership on this issue means a great deal to my family and to me as well as to my neighbors.

The incentive made a lasting difference to my family; a permanent incentive will make a lasting difference to my community. Your continuing support is deeply appreciated.
Sincerely,
[name of landowner]

[Street address]
