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The Case for Intelligent Planning and Siting of Transmission Lines—

Avoidance or Mitigation of Protected Lands

In an alarming trend over the last few years, large swaths of farms, forests and wildlands permanently protected for the benefit of the public have been targeted for the siting of energy infrastructure projects.  As the U.S. moves toward a clean energy future, the push for rapid development of low carbon energy and new transmission lines should not, as an unintended consequence, undo years of work and public and private investment in conservation.

New energy policies to facilitate the creation of many new high-voltage transmission lines across America pose an imminent threat to lands conserved by land trusts, and by state and local governments.

The Land Trust Alliance requests your assistance to see that important conservation lands are recognized and avoided in the siting of energy transmission facilities.  We urge you to support a transmission planning process that will:
· Promote efficiency and alternatives first;

· Maximize the existing grid;

· Require a comprehensive, integrated resource planning approach, including an analysis of needs and alternatives to new transmission and generation;

· Assure the process is open, inclusive and transparent for all stakeholders; and

· Assure adequate avoidance and mitigation for permanently conserved lands
and conservation easements.

In many parts of the country, transmission planning is done through “regional transmission organizations.”  The stakeholders who participate largely represent the transmission owners, utilities and generators who stand to benefit from the transmission lines. Transmission planning should be required to:

· Avoid protected landscapes, wildlife habitat and conserved land.

· Prioritize locating new generation and transmission projects close to existing corridors or roads.

· Require best management practices.

· Consider impacts to habitat, historic, cultural and scenic resources at the earliest stages of planning.
It is critical that we protect our Federal, State, local and private investments in open space for future generations.
For details, please contact Andy Oliver at 202-518-1146 or andyoliver01@yahoo.com 
