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Land Trusts & Climate Change





Safeguarding Lands in a Changing Climate:
Information and Tools for Land Trusts

Changes in climate are now apparent across the nation and are already impacting the nation’s lands, waters, wildlife and communities

.  These impacts are expected to increase, threatening conservation achievements and making future conservation actions all the more important to helping landscapes, and the natural and human communities that depend on them, adapt to a changing climate.  What does this mean for land conservation and land trusts?
Land conservation is one of the most important ways to reduce the pace and impact of  climate change (= mitigation), and help increase the resilience of lands and resources we love to changing climate conditions (= adaptation).

As leaders in land conservation, land trusts have a critical role to play in helping safeguard our valuable landscapes and communities in a changing climate.
By considering the impacts of climate change in their normal activities, land trusts can provide strategic conservation investments that reduce vulnerability in these changing times.

This document provides resources to help Land Trusts stay informed, be involved and take action to safeguard lands and communities in a changing climate.  For more information see: www.lta.org/climatechange
The Impacts of Climate Change On the Lands and Communities We Love
Changes in climate have been well documented in the U.S. including rising temperatures, increasingly heavy downpours, rising sea level, longer growing seasons, reductions in snow and ice, and changes in amounts and timing of river flows.  These changes are already impacting the nation’s lands, waters, wildlife and communities – and these impacts are expected to increase.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION on climate change and its impacts in your area visit:

· Global Climate Change Impacts in the United States http://www.globalchange.gov/
· Climate Literacy:  The Essential Principles of Climate Sciences – A Guide for Individuals and Communities  http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/Literacy/
· Climate Change 101: Understanding and Responding to Global Climate Change http://www.pewclimate.org/global-warming-basics/climate_change_101
· Climate Change, Wildlife and Wildlands:  A Toolkit For Teachers and Interpreters http://www.globalchange.gov/resources/educators/toolkit
Land Conservation Helps Reduce the Pace and Impact of Climate Change (mitigation)

Land conservation helps mitigate climate change by sequestering carbon in terrestrial plants and soils, keeping the heat-trapping carbon from entering the atmosphere and adding to global warming.  Forests, prairies, farmland and other undeveloped lands absorb nearly 15% of the annual U.S. emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide.  There is much interest in the role land conservation can play in mitigating carbon emissions, and the role of carbon markets in providing incentives for land conservation.
FOR MORE INFORMATION on how land conservation can mitigate climate change:

· Carbon Sequestration  www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/carbon.shtml
· Tools for carbon inventory, management, and reporting http://nrs.fs.fed.us/carbon/tools/
· Carbon Trading: A Primer for Forest Land Owners  http://www.carbon.sref.info/
Land Conservation Helps Increase Ecosystem Resilience to Climate Change (adaptation)

Many organizations are beginning to assess the vulnerability of lands and natural systems to climate change, and develop adaptation plans to reduce vulnerability and increase ecosystem resilience.  Land conservation is a critical tool for increasing resilience of ecosystems to climate change – acquisition of strategic lands for migration corridors, connectivity and buffer zones can reduce the vulnerability of natural communities to changing climate conditions.  One of the most important things Land Trusts can do is get engaged in efforts by State and other organizations to assess and reduce the vulnerability of natural communities to climate change.
FOR MORE INFORMATION on how land conservation can increase resilience to climate change:

· State climate action plans www.pewclimate.org/states-regions
· State Wildlife Action Plans and climate change http://afwaclimatechange.blogspot.com/
· Adaptation strategies www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/strategies/art19628.html
http://conserveonline.org/workspaces/climateadaptation
http://community.csc.noaa.gov/climateadaptation/
Land Trusts Have An Important Role To Play

In a recent survey of Land Trusts, 60% of respondents said they were building awareness or incorporating climate change into their conservation efforts.  By considering the impacts of climate change in their normal land conservation activities, land trusts can provide strategic investments and effective land management to help reduce the vulnerability of natural areas, working lands and the communities that depend on them in a changing climate.   Some key actions you can take:

· Stay informed:  Visit the LTA climate and conservation toolbox www.lta.org/climatechange
· Be involved:  Find out how state agencies are responding http://afwaclimatechange.blogspot.com/
· Take action:  Take the land trust and climate change survey http://tinyurl.com/climatechangesurvey
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