At this time of giving thanks, we are all grateful for the gifts from undeveloped land: clean water, fresh food and natural beauty. There has been a surge in private landowners— especially working family farmers and ranchers—who have been protecting their land from development recently.  Donations of development rights to land trusts through private, voluntary agreements also known as conservation easements, have conserved 535,000 more acres in 2006 and 2007 than in the two years prior.  

This has been due mainly to an enhanced, but temporary, federal tax incentive for conservation.  First passed in 2006, the law enables landowners to take advantage of significant tax savings until December 31, 2009.  Unless renewed, any conservation easements donated after 2009 will revert to a much lower level of benefits.

The Conservation Easement Incentive Act, H.R. 1831, and its companion bill in the Senate, S. 812, will make this valuable conservation tool permanent and aid in the protection of millions of acres of the nation’s agricultural lands and open spaces, if passed by the full Congress before year’s end.

In a time of partisan fighting and gridlock, it is nothing short of amazing that majorities of both Democrats and Republicans in the House, and a third of the Senate – including representation for all 50 states - have already co-sponsored legislation to make the incentive permanent.  This legislation is supported by American Farm Bureau Federation, Ducks Unlimited, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, National Audubon Society, and many other conservation organizations.

[Insert applicable parts from the next two paragraphs]

1. Thank you to Representatives __________ and ___________, and Senators ____________ and ___________ for supporting this legislation.

2. We encourage Representatives __________ and __________, and Senators ____________ and ___________ to sign up to co-sponsor this legislation.  

Thanks to thoughtful landowners and strong leadership from Congress, we’ll be able to conserve even more land for years to come.
