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Senator Jon Tester						October 9, 2007


204 Russell Senate Office Building


Washington, DC 20510-2644





Dear Jon,





The membership of the Montana Association of Land Trusts would like to express its sincere appreciation for your cosponsorship of S. 469, legislation that seeks to make a new federal conservation tax incentive permanent. 





The conservation tax incentive, approved by Congress and signed into law by President Bush last August, helps traditional farmers and ranchers in Montana and across the nation benefit from sound stewardship decisions. The tax incentives also help protect and maintain open lands in Montana. The tax incentives approved in 2006 will expire at the end of 2007 unless extended, and the Montana Association of Land Trusts is committed to working toward passage of S. 469.  





Extending the tax incentives is the top federal policy priority for the Montana Association of Land Trusts, and your support of legislation to accomplish that goal is very much appreciated by all twelve association members. The catalyst for the federal tax incentives actually has its origins in Montana, and the main thrust for the creation and passage of the tax incentive came from Montana through the Land Trust Alliance.





As you may know, the President’s budget contains provisions for passage of S. 469, and the bill enjoys broad bipartisan support. We have seen some progress on the bill: it was recently approved by the Senate Finance Committee by unanimous voice vote.  





Major agricultural, outdoor recreation, sportsman and wildlife organizations all support passage of S. 469, and the benefits of the tax incentives have been highlighted in diverse publications such as the Wall Street Journal, The Economist and the John Deere corporate magazine.





The Montana Association of Land Trusts is a group of twelve separate nonprofit land 


trust organizations working on private land conservation and voluntary conservation 


agreements throughout the state of Montana.





Jon, thanks again for cosponsoring S. 469. If any association members or I can provide any additional information, address any concerns or be of any assistance, please let us know. 





Sincerely,








Glenn Marx








