PLEASE SIGN THIS DEAR COLLEAGUE TO 

PRESERVE THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND
· The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) represents a promise that was made to the American people more than 40 years ago, to take the proceeds from natural resource development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) and invest a small portion in conservation and outdoor recreation.  Any attempt to undermine the connection between depletion of OCS resources and offsetting mitigation through LWCF would break this fundamental promise.  

· Proposals are being discussed by leaders in the House of Representatives to develop legislation that would devote OCS revenues to the funding of transportation infrastructure.   There is no doubt that updating our nation’s infrastructure is a critical priority, and one that requires substantial investment.   It cannot replace, however, investment in permanent protection of American land and water resources to offset the permanent depletion of natural resources offshore.  America’s half-century commitment to LWCF should be honored whether or not Congress considers also using these resource extraction revenues for other purposes like highway construction

· A bipartisan effort is now underway to ensure that LWCF funding is preserved in any legislative proposals that address the disposition of OCS revenues.  Please lend your support by signing on to the Dear Colleague letter being circulated by Reps. Chris Murphy (D-CT), Charlie Bass (R-NH), G.K. Butterfield (D-NC), Jim Gerlach (R-PA), and Jay Inslee (D-WA).  The deadline for sign-on is December 16, 2011.
· LWCF is based on an unassailable logic: when the federal government sells the finite irreplaceable OCS resources we all own, it should reinvest at least a portion of the proceeds from that sale into the dwindling irreplaceable open spaces and recreational opportunities we all need.  If we want our children and grandchildren to enjoy the same hunting, fishing, camping, hiking and paddling opportunities we enjoy today, protection of green space and watersheds must keep pace with rampant development pressures and growth that threaten the few remaining open spaces we have left in this country.  
· LWCF is an incredibly successful bipartisan program.  In its near half-century of existence, LWCF has touched all fifty states and just about every county in America.  The program has been critical to protecting treasured places across the country, from our most iconic national parks to the tiniest of local ballfields and recreation areas.  LWCF is our nation’s premier conservation tool, with the flexibility to preserve large landscapes and wildlife habitat, provide essential support to states and communities that provide close-to-home recreation, and prevent working ranches and forests from being swallowed up by development.
· LWCF is extraordinarily popular across the country.  A recent bipartisan poll found that an overwhelming majority - 88% - of voters support continuing to deposit fees from offshore oil and gas drilling into the LWCF.  This broad support extends from every geographic region of the country and every political persuasion.  Americans are extremely invested in protecting their local landscapes-- on Election Day 2010, voters approved 30 of 36, or 83%, of new land protection initiatives on their ballots.  These initiatives were approved in states and districts that voted both Republican and Democratic.

· Any diversion of funds away from LWCF undermines the economic asset that our federal, state and local public lands represent.  Hunting, fishing, camping, and other outdoor recreation activities contribute a total of $730 billion annually to the economy, supporting 6.5 million jobs (1 of every 20 jobs in the U.S.) and stimulating 8% of all consumer spending, according to the Outdoor Industry Foundation.  When combined with the broader conservation, outdoor recreation and historic preservation sectors, this economic contribution rises to $1.06 trillion annually, supporting 9.4 million jobs.  Whether manufacturing, retail or service related, most of these jobs are sustainable resource or tourism-based jobs and cannot be exported, with magnified impacts in local and rural communities. 
