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February 17, 2012 
 
The Honorable Michael F. Bennet 
458 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 
78% of Coloradans believe we can protect land and water and have a strong economy at the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ōȅ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ hǇƛƴƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ 
released January 30th.  Despite these hard times, Coloradans overwhelmingly identify 
themselves (67%) the way they always have identified themselves:  as conservationists.  The 
dedication of statewide lottery funds, aggressive tax benefits, numerous local government 
conservation programs, and a vibrant land trust community have all made Colorado a 
national leader in land conservation.  Not the least of these participants has been the 
agricultural community.  From the rich irrigated farmlands along the Front Range, to iconic 
high-altitude cattle ranches of the mountain valleys, to the highly productive orchards and 
vineyards of the Grand Valley, the commitment to conservation by the agricultural 
community has been undaunted.  
 
/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ς private, local, state and federal ς conservation achievements.  In its first year, 
the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) was instrumental in protecting the 
Peterson and Phelps ranches along 

 
          Tomichi Creek 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomichi Creek, launching one of the most successful conservation/ranching partnerships in 
the Country ς the Gunnison Ranchland Legacy ς which has since protected nearly 15 miles of 
irrigated pasture along the Creek.  Since 1996 over 100,000 Colorado acres have been 
enrolled in the FRPP and Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).   These acres have leveraged 
tens of thousands of additional acres of protection. 
 
The 2012 Farm Bill is critical to the continuation of the protection efforts of our 
organizations.  While comprising only 1% of all Farm Bill spending, the easement programs 
within the Bill are essential to the protection of thousands of acres of irreplaceable 
agricultural land, natural habitat, and scenic benefits that working lands provide.   A 
sampling of projects our organizations have achieved through the programs and leverage 
opportunities offered by the Farm Bill include: 
 
Grand Valley farmland and orchards.   
The productive soils, senior water rights and favorable micro-climate in the East Grand Valley 
produce renowned fruit that are enjoyed throughout Colorado and exported to dozens of 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀƭƛǎŀŘŜ ƳŀƪŜ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴ ǇŜŀŎƘ 
producing states.  In the Palisade area, the Mesa Land Trust has used FRPP funds to protect 
14 family farms covering 421 acres producing peaches, wine grapes and other crops.  The 
$2.48 million NRCS investment has leveraged $2.03 million in other grants and $1.5 million in 
land donations.  Each Federal dollar invested has protected $2.30 of conservation easement 
value. 

 

 
         Grand Valley Vineyard 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Meadows. The 3,800-acre Music Meadows Ranch is a diverse property comprised of 
native rangelands, forests, riparian areas and irrigated hay ground, in Custer County, 
Colorado.  The ranch supports a commercially viable summer yearling cattle operation and is 
utilized by many forms of wildlife as primary and migratory habitat.  The headwaters of 
Grape Creek and several of its tributaries cross the property, and are the source for 
significant water rights used for irrigation.  The San Isabel Land Protection Trust protected 
1,200 acres of the property in 2010 with funding from the first USDA Grassland Reserve 
Program easement to close in the country.  

 

 
         Music Meadows 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ranching in the Gunnison Valley.  According to a 2006 Colorado State University extension 
study, ranching in Gunnison County has a combined economic impact of $46 million annually 
for the local economy.  Agriculture accounts for 96% of the total private land use in the 
County.  FRPP has supplied $2.7 million for 13 conservation easements ensuring the 
protection of 5,297 acres in the Gunnison area.   In just the last eighteen months, FRPP funds 
preserved both the Callihan Ranch on Razor Creek, which includes threatened Gunnison 
sage-grouse habitat; and the Cross Bar Ranch, 643 acres of irrigated meadow and grazing 
land along Marshall Creek and owned by Claudio and Yvonne Alvarez, who run 400 cow/calf 
pairs and put up approximately 1,000 tons of hay annually. 
 
Saguache Creek CorridorΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /ŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΩs Agricultural Land Trust has protected 
over 35,000 acres statewide using FRPP funds.  A prime example of these efforts is the 
Saguache Creek Corridor Conservation Project.  Involving more than a decade of work by 
several conservation organizations, the FRPP program has helped to permanently protect 13 
ranches, with easements valued in excess of $11 Million, encompassing more than 10,000 
acres of viable agricultural land along a twenty mile stretch of Saguache Creek.  As much as 
an additional 17,000 acres along Saguache Creek could be preserved with additional funding. 

 

 

 
         Saguache Creek 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Plains Grasslands.  /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦe habitat.  Conservation 
organizations, in partnership with NRCS and others, have been working with ranchers across 
the plains to conserve large, intact grasslands that support grazing operations, wildlife 
habitat, and help sustain local communities.  A Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP) grant of 
$288,000 to The Nature Conservancy recently conserved 7,880 acres of a Centennial Ranch 
in the far eastern portion of the state.   This investment leveraged significant state and 
private funding, and will continue to provide important economic benefits associated with 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term viability and in protecting healthy and functional landscapes 
for ranching and wildlife. 

 

 
        Cattle on the Eastern Plains 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Luis Valley.  Agriculture is the main ƭŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǘƻǇ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ Lƴ 
нлмлΣ ǘƘŜ wƛƻ DǊŀƴŘŜ IŜŀŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ [ŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ 
$950,000 FRPP grant to ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƛŘ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ 
Valley, protection of water and land go hand in hand, ensuring the land remain in agriculture 
and providing wildlife benefits through the wetlands created by the agricultural flood 
irrigation.  The FRPP funds, which were leveraged over 2.5:1 with other grants and 
donations, were absolutely critical for this project, and not only protected the ranch along 
nearly two miles of the Rio Grande River, but the most senior water rights on the River. 

 

 
         Rio Grande wetlands 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wet Mountains.  The land along the St. Charles River corridor contains some of the most 
productive agricultural lands in Pueblo County.  The area is also rich with biological 
resources, including threatened and endangered species, and comprises a spectacular 
mountain backdrop for the City of Pueblo. Working with landowners, funders and other 
stakeholders, Colorado Open Lands has acquired 27 conservation easements and protected 
nine miles of the St. Charles River.  Four FRPP grants totaling $630,000 have been matched 
by $1.88 million in other grants and donations, a 3:1 match, to protect nearly 2,100 acres at 
the heart of the project area. 

 

 
          St. Charles River 

 
The impact of the USDA easement programs in Colorado is enormous.  Since 1996 the FRPP 
and GRP have provided over $44 Million in funding to Colorado, and leveraged tens of 
millions of dollars in additional state, local and private matching funds and in land donations.  
To date, 78,000 acres have been directly protected with FRPP funding, and 25,000 acres with 
GRP funds.  As indicated in the project descriptions above, in addition to protecting 
irreplaceable agricultural resources, these lands protect wildlife, recreational, and scenic 
resources as well, and are critical to local economies. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Colorado is home to some of the most stunning lands in the Country.  National Parks, Scenic 
Rivers, National Monuments, National Forests and Grasslands are American treasures.   Less 
visible but just as stunning, Colorado is representative of the American spirit.  Native 
Americans, free roaming buffalo, fur traders, gold prospectors, pioneer settlers and western 
cattle ranches.  American self-reliance is embedded in the land and agricultural heritage of 
Colorado. 
 
Easement programs like FRPP and the Grassland Reserve Program protect that spirit and 
self-reliance just as National Parks protect the natural wonders of America.  Under 
conservation easement programs the American farmer and rancher can continue to compete 
and produce, and feed the nation and the world.  Easements insure their children and 
grandchildren that opportunity as well.  Easements allow American enterprise to thrive while 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ŝŀǎements to 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
 
We are committed to the protection of these lands and this spirit.  Passage of the 2012 Farm 
Bill is critical to that goal.  We deeply appreciate your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
         

                       
Rob Bleiberg, Executive Director    Lucy Waldo, Executive Director 
Mesa Land Trust     Gunnison Ranchland Conservation 
Legacy 
 

       
            
Chris West, Executive Director                                               Nancy Butler, Executive Director 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /ŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΩs Agricultural Land Trust                     Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust 
 
 

                                         
 
Daniel Pike, President                                                               John Swartout, Executive Director 
Colorado Open Lands                                                               Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts 
 
 

                                     
Ben Lenth, Director of Conservation                                      Tim Sullivan, Executive Director 
San Isabel Land Protection Trust                                             Colorado Office, The Nature 
Conservancy 
 
 


