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Why Should You Call Congress?
Your Land Trust’s Success May Depend on It!
It’s important that your Members of Congress know who you are, what you do, and why you are important to your community.  The best way to start is with a phone call – and the easement incentive is a good reason to call today!  Capitol switchboard: 202-224-3121.

Why is this so important?  Because your elected officials will make decisions that will affect you directly.  What decisions?  We’ve been focused on persuading Congress to make the enhanced easement incentive permanent, but your Members of Congress may also consider:

· Whether to reduce deductions for charitable donations generally; 

· Whether to provide significant new resources for the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative—a big new initiative for land conservation (and, possibly, land trusts!); 
· Whether the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission should avoid your preserves and conservation easements when planning power lines – or not;

· Whether a climate bill provides credit for carbon sequestered on conserved land; and,
· Whether to secure targeted funding for projects you care about. 

Your Congressperson can be a great help to you and to all your land trust colleagues.  But that only happens if they know you!  Can’t the Land Trust Alliance do this for you?  The Alliance can tell Congress what the issues are – but only constituents like you can make their Members of Congress care enough to do something about those issues. 

The Land Trust Alliance is here to help! We’re always eager to give advice and can be your home base whenever you visit Washington.  Reach us at 202-638-4725 or policy@lta.org. 

Some Common Questions
Q. We’re a public charity; are we even allowed to lobby?
A. Yes! IRS rules probably allow as much lobbying as you’d ever want to do, and in fact, it’s your responsibility to show Congress how you’re using the funding and tax benefits they provide. For more details, visit: www.lta.org/policy/lobbying101 or www.clpi.org. 
Q. Will one more phone call really make a difference?

A. Yes, if you talk to the right staffer.  Thousands of constituents leave messages with your Representative daily, but you aren’t an ordinary constituent.  You represent all your members and donors, and you do work that your community loves and supports.  Ask to speak with the staffer for the issue you’re calling about and introduce yourself – you can be a resource for them and will be calling again!

Q. How can I build a direct relationship with my Members of Congress?

A. Invite them to visit a conserved property!  You’ll make a lasting impression and can introduce them to landowners benefiting from the policies you support. Visit: www.lta.org/policy/meet. 






