Hudson Valley Listening Session for America’s Great Outdoors
Friday, August 6, 9:00 a.m. – noon; Poughkeepsie, NY
Suggested Land Trust Talking Points
First of all, to attend the session, pre-registration is highly recommended: Pre-register by Tuesday, August 3 by sending an email to joseph.heller@ny.usda.gov with your name, the name of the organization with which you are affiliated, if any, and your telephone number. Include in your email your primary area of interest by noting your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of the Concurrent Breakout Listening Sessions listed later in this document.
Quick Background on Why It Is Important for Land Trusts to Attend

President Obama officially launched the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative on April 16th with remarks that applauded the conservation work of America’s 1,600 land trusts.  This is the first time an American president has mentioned land trusts in a speech, making this initiative a key opportunity to place land trusts in the center of the Administration’s vision of the future of land conservation.  We need your help ensuring that land trusts have a high profile at these listening sessions, and even if you’re unable to attend in person, we’ve listed several other ways you can get involved at the end of this document.

What to Expect

Participants at recent listening sessions and on the America’s Great Outdoors website represent many different groups – each with their own agendas.  Whether you can attend a listening session or participate online, we hope you’ll help us convey to federal agencies the potential of working with land trusts.  The following questions were asked of participants at past listening sessions; we’ve included some suggested responses:

The following questions were asked of participants each of the prior listening sessions.  We’ve included some suggested responses:

   1. What conservation strategies have worked?
· Tell them who you are, what you do and who supports you! Don’t skip the basics!  Tell them: 

· The name of your organization and where you’re based

· Your conservation mission, and notable achievements

· The support you have in your local community

· The partnerships you have with landowners, other community groups and agencies at all levels of government

· And don’t forget to remind them that there are 1,600 other land trusts who are also working, like you, on locally driven land conservation.

· This is your chance to share your favorite success story about working with private landowners—and if a landowner can attend and tell their own story that’s even better! 
· Tell them about the New York State Conservation Partnership Program!  We could be a national model of federal support for land trust capacity building!

   2. What are the obstacles to conservation and connecting people to the outdoors?

· If you can identify a specific problem – or a specific change – that would help you do more conservation, tell them!  Grants for transaction costs, and grants to land trusts for acquisitions (as opposed to federal acquisition) are ideas that the Secretary of Interior put  into place in the Great Outdoors Colorado program – encourage him to do that for the federal government!
· The administration is extremely concerned about reconnecting young people and urban residents with the great outdoors. If you’re involved with any youth or urban outreach programs this is your chance to share those stories and ask for the resources you need!

   3. How can federal agencies be better partners?

· Our top priority here is to convince federal officials that partnering with land trusts will help them accomplish things they simply can’t do on their own.  

· You’re part of the local community with established landowner relationships and your experience with tax incentives and local funding can help leverage limited federal resources to achieve big conservation gains.  If assistance with transaction costs, staff capacity or stewardship would help, tell them what you need!
   4. What new conservation tools are needed?

· Tell them what tools would do the most to support your work!  Consider:
· Make the enhanced tax incentive for conservation easement donations permanent. Enact new tax tools such as expanded estate tax incentives, community forest conservation bonds, or transferable tax credits for land conservation
· Support the capacity of land trusts to power private lands conservation by creating a federal version of the New York State Conservation partnership Program.
· Increase funding for Farm Bill conservation programs like FRPP, GRP and WRP, and enhance these programs to better support easement purchases by land trusts

· Fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Forest Legacy Program, but also change these programs to allow land trusts direct access to funds for their conservation priorities
· Many other land trust ideas are posted at: www.lta.org/policy/conservation-funding/ideas 
· Your own idea!  This is a time to think big and speak your mind!
Listening Session and Discussion Information:

When:             Friday, August 6, 9:00 a.m. – noon
Where:          Marist College, Student Center 

                        Poughkeepsie, NY

http://www.marist.edu/about/directions.html 
Who:               Senior Washington, D.C., and local leadership from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Department of the Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal agencies will be present to hear your thoughts and to participate in a conversation with you about America’s Great Outdoors.  
Register:        This event is free and open to the public.  For planning purposes it would be helpful if you would pre-register by Tuesday, August 3 by sending an email to joseph.heller@ny.usda.gov with your name, the name of the organization with which you are affiliated, if any, and your telephone number. Include in your email your primary area of interest by noting your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of the Concurrent Breakout Listening Sessions listed below. We will make every effort to accommodate everyone. Please also let us know if you have any special needs. 
Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions: (We strongly recommend that land trusts find reasons to spread out among these rather than concentrating in “conservation”)
1. Conservation of working farms, forests, and coastal areas.

2. Reconnecting people with the outdoors through recreation and education.

3. Creating a healthy river: Conserving & restoring important habitat & blueways.

4. General session for those who do not want to designate a specific topic.

In the event you are unable to participate in person, please submit your comments and stories via the America’s Great Outdoors website at http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/. 
If you have questions, please contact Joseph Heller at (845) 883-7162, Extension 104 or joseph.heller@ny.usda.gov. 
Background on “America’s Great Outdoors”

President Obama’s remarks at the White House Conference on America’s Great Outdoors included no promise of dedicated funding, but he did sign a Presidential Memorandum asking for a report on America’s Great Outdoors by November 15th.  That gives us only a few months to make the case that new tax incentives and funding for land trusts are critical elements of any federal strategy for landscape-scale conservation. 

The Administration launched a website at www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors with several different social networking tools for gathering and evaluating ideas.  This is your chance to help build the public record that illustrates:

· the conservation work land trusts are doing; 
· the importance of that work to your community and to the nation’s natural and historic resources;

· how strong local support for that conservation is; and,

· how the federal government could help you do more.
Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack have to build a very convincing political and substantive case to get new resources devoted to land conservation.  It’s up to us to demonstrate that they have the grassroots support to think big!
Get Involved Online – and Get Your Members & Supporters Involved Too!
The administration has set up several ways to submit your ideas and we encourage you to use them all: 

1. Vote for ideas that support your work or post your own!
>>> Click here for instructions, a list of land trust ideas, and sample alerts to get your members and supporters involved.

2. Submit comments by e-mail to ago@ios.doi.gov
3. Share stories, photos and videos of your conservation work
4. Tweet your feedback with hashtag #usago (and while you're at it, follow @ltalliance)

5. Thank President Obama for launching the initiative
This is also a great opportunity to get your supporters involved.  Ask your individual members to vote for ideas that support your work.  Or send e-mails to each of your easement donors asking that they submit photos and stories about their land.  Whatever you submit, please send a copy to policy@lta.org. Thanks for your help elevating land trusts in this process! 

