Template Site Visit Press Release
DIRECTIONS:  Whether or not you invite the press, a press release is a great way to say thank you and reinforce promises made on the site visit. Be sure to include some pictures with your release. You can also adapt this release into an article for your newsletter. If your Member of Congress is running for re-election be careful to thank them for specific legislative actions rather than providing an endorsement.
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E-mail address
[MEMBER OF CONGRESS] PLEDGES TO SUPPORT TAX INCENTIVE THAT HELPED [TOWN] FAMILY CONSERVE THEIR LAND
[If appropriate: [LAND TRUST] Presents Award to [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] Recognizing His Leadership in Renewing this Important Conservation Tool]

Your City, State, (Date of Release) –Standing  against the idyllic backdrop of the [NAME] family’s 150 year old barn today, [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] pledged to [COSPONSOR, CHAMPION, ETC] legislation that will help family farmers conserve their lands for future generations. [IF APPROPRIATE: As a co-sponsor of H.R. 1964/S. 339, [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] helped ensure the renewal of this important conservation tool and today [LAND TRUST] presented him an award in recognition of his leadership.] 
The [NAME] family was able to protect their land from development thanks to a 2006 tax incentive that has helped thousands of farmers, ranchers and other landowners of modest means to conserve their land.  Voluntary conservation agreements, also known as conservation easements, can protect working farms and ranches and make it easier for families to leave the land to the next generation.

“Our organization has used this incentive to conserve [XX number] acres of imperiled agricultural land and natural areas,” said [YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR]. “Unless Congress acts, it will expire at the end of 2011, so we’re counting on [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] to help make it permanent.”

The incentive, which applies to a landowner’s federal income tax, will:

· Raise the deduction a donor can take for donating a voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their income in any year to 50%; 

· Allow farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income; and 

· Increase the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 to 16 years.

[INSERT QUOTE FROM MEMBER OF COGNRESS] Suggested quote from cosponsor: “This incentive is a win-win opportunity for family farmers, ranchers, sportsmen and conservationists in our community,” said [Senator/Rep. Name]. “I am proud of my role in this victory and I remain committed to making this incentive permanent.” 

If not cosponsor: “It’s clear this incentive is making a big difference for family farmers, ranchers, sportsmen and conservationists in our community,” said [Senator/Rep. Name]. “I pledge to join the fight to make this incentive permanent by cosponsoring easement incentive legislation and joining the Land Conservation Caucus.”
[INSERT QUOTE FROM LANDOWNER].  Suggested quote: [NAME] of [TOWN] was one of the many landowners who benefited from this tax incentive. "I care deeply about continuing to farm my land and always wanted to pass it on to my children, but I simply could not have afforded to donate my single largest asset without the tax benefits provided by this measure,” said [LANDOWNER]. “I am glad other landowners will benefit from this extension.”

[INSERT QUOTE OF LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE FROM OTHER LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, LANDOWNERS, OFFICIALS, ECT]
About [YOUR LAND TRUST NAME]
Insert your boilerplate information about your land trust and include website.

###

Use this press release for follow-up with your member of Congress:

· Send the release and photos to your Representative with a handwritten note thanking him/her for his/her time and reminding him/her of commitments made.

· Send separate thank you notes to each staff member who attended, along with staff in DC, expressing your thanks and reminding them what was promised.

· Adapt this release for your newsletter or website and send a link to the staff members you met. By then you’ll have a chance to see if they followed through about cosponsoring easement incentive legislation or joining the Land Conservation Caucus. If not, ask again!

· Send this release, photos and an account of your event to policy@lta.org. 

