Op-ed Template

DIRECTIONS:  Use this template op-ed to inform your community about the new conservation incentive passed by Congress that will increase the pace of private land conservation.  Include local information to demonstrate the importance of this issue to your community.

Taking a Stand for Land
As part of the recent tax bill, Congress extended until December 31, 2011 the tax law that helps all of us who are interested in protecting clean water, natural areas and working family farms and ranches.  The law enhances the federal tax benefits for landowners who donate voluntary conservation agreements to organizations like [LAND TRUST].  These agreements can provide a win-win solution for protecting natural resources important to our community while keeping land in productive private ownership.

Last year’s bills to make this incentive permanent, H.R. 1831 and S. 812, had 274 house and 41 Senate co-sponsors from all 50 states.  We laud [Rep. NAME and Senator NAME, etc] for co-sponsoring this legislation and look forward to pursuing a permanent incentive in the new Congress.
This incentive enables [LAND TRUST] to help more landowners protect resources and rural livelihoods for our children’s benefit and for our community’s future.  In fact, in [name of YOUR COMMUNITY], the incentive is having a real impact.  Since it was first enacted in 2006, [XX number] acres of agricultural land and natural areas have been conserved in our community.  

[Tell a succinct, compelling local conservation success story that showcases how the incentive was used in your community by your organization – stress benefits to community & the landowner.]

Under previous law, modest income landowners were only able to deduct a small portion of the value of their donation.  Now, a conservation donor can deduct up to 50 % of their adjusted gross income in any year (up from 30%), and, if most of their income is from farming, ranching or forestry, they can deduct all of their income.  Even more important is that they can carry-forward the remaining value of their donation for up to 16 years (previously six).

This enhanced incentive has helped land trusts across the country work with willing landowners to increase the pace of conservation by a third, to over a million acres a year.  [LAND TRUST] joins America’s 1,700 land trusts and their two million supporters in calling on Congress to make this important conservation tool permanent before the end of 2011.
The people of [your community] believe in protecting our family farms, ranches, forests, and wildlife habitat – part of the cultural fabric and natural resources that make our community a great place to live.
Thanks to thoughtful landowners and a helping hand from Congress, we hope we will be able to conserve even more land over the next year and for many years to come.

[NAME] is [INSERT TITLE] of [INSERT ORGANIZATION], located in [City, State]
[E-MAIL ADDRESS]
[TELEPHONE NUMBER]
[FAX]
