Template Letter-to-the-Editor

DIRECTIONS:  Submitting a letter to the editor is an easy way to get news coverage in your local paper. While, not assumed in this template, your letter is much more likely to be published if you add a reference to a recent news story about conservation and then segue into a discussion of the conservation tax incentive. Fill in the portions highlighted in green. Check for co-sponsors here: www.lta.org/policy/tax-matters/cosponsors. 
Taking a Stand for Land
Dear Editor:

Great news!  The Congress recently voted to protect clean water, natural areas and working family farms and ranches by enhancing the federal tax benefits for modest income landowners who donate conservation easements to organizations like [LAND TRUST].  These agreements help conserve natural resources important to [OUR COMMUNITY] while keeping land in productive private ownership.

Landowners must act quickly to access these benefits—unless Congress acts again, the incentive will expire on December 31st, 2011.  The enhanced incentive has helped land trusts work with willing landowners to increase the pace of conservation by a third—to about a million acres per year, but the short timeframe of this extension limits its effectiveness.  [LAND TRUST] joins America’s 1,700 land trusts and their two million supporters in calling on Congress to make this important conservation tool permanent next year.
We’d like to thank Representative [NAME] and Senators [NAME] and [NAME] for co-sponsoring legislation to make this incentive permanent.  Thanks to thoughtful landowners and a helping hand from Congress, we’ll be able to conserve even more land this year.

[NAME] is [TITLE] of [ORGANIZATION], located in [City, State] 
