Sample email to forward press clipping to your Members of Congress
DIRECTIONS:  Use this template to let your members of Congress know about media attention your organization has garnered, especially any success stories where the enhanced tax deduction for conservation easements was a factor, even if it isn’t explicitly mentioned.
Please send the media clip/pdf to their tax staffer in Washington, DC—If you don’t know their email address, you can call and ask them or email policy@lta.org and we can find it for you.  If you know your members of Congress personally, and have their email, you could send it to them directly and copy the relevant staff. Please also send any stories to policy@lta.org so we can post them on our website.
Suggested Subject:  [Senator/ Rep. Full Name] - Land Conservation is Good News in Your District
Attachments:  clip from radio or TV story; pdf of article.  Include links to TV/ radio as long as they are still “live”.

Suggested Message:

Dear [name of Congressional staffperson],

I know [Senator/ Representative Last Name] watches district media closely, but we wanted to make sure [he/she] saw the attached piece from [name of media (TV, radio or print)] and knows how to help.  [“Article title”] on [date of article] features the work of [name of your organization] to conserve special places in [name of your community]. [Include 1 sentence about the story]  
The enhanced federal tax deduction for donations of conservation easements, recently extended by Congress, was instrumental in making this success story a reality.  We [urge NAME to co-sponsor or thank NAME for co-sponsoring] [S812 or HR1831], the bill to make this enhanced incentive permanent. This story is a fine example of how the easement incentive is making a huge difference in [name of state/district] and we need your help to prevent it from expiring at the end of this year.
I would be delighted to arrange a visit for the [Senator / Representative] to see this newly conserved property when [he/she] is next in the district.  Please let me know how we can arrange such a visit. Thanks for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Email Signature
