Template Letter-to-the-Editor to Thank Your Rep. for Cosponsoring

DIRECTIONS:  Submitting a letter to the editor is an easy way to get some coverage in your local paper. While, not assumed in this template, your letter is much more likely to be picked up if you add a reference to a recent news story about conservation and then segue into a discussion of the conservation tax incentive.  In fact, any article about your Representative could be your hook to send a letter-to-the-editor thanking them for co-sponsoring the easement incentive.   Fill in the portions highlighted in green. 

Taking a Stand for Land

Dear Editor:

Thank you for your [insert date] article, “[insert article headline]”, which discussed [land conservation, your Representative, etc]. Your readers should also know about new legislation, championed by [FULL NAME OF SENATOR/ REP, (Party-State)], that will preserve a critical tool for land conservation in our area.

The Conservation Easement Incentive Act, H.R. 1964 seeks to make permanent a tax incentive for conservation that would otherwise expire at the end of 2009.  This incentive protects clean water, natural areas and working family farms and ranches by enhancing the federal tax benefits for landowners who donate conservation easements.  These agreements help conserve natural resources important to [OUR COMMUNITY] while keeping land in productive private ownership.

The enhanced incentive has proven effective, helping land trusts across the country conserve 535,000 more acres in 2006 and 2007 than in the two years prior to its enactment.  [LAND TRUST] joins America’s 1,700 land trusts and their two million supporters in calling on Congress to make this important conservation tool permanent this year.
We encourage [REP 2] to join [REP 1] as a co-sponsor H.R. 1964 and hope that Senators [NAME] and [NAME] will co-sponsor the Senate’s Rural Heritage Conservation Extension Act, S. 339 as well.  Thanks to thoughtful landowners and a helping hand from Congress, we’ll be able to conserve even more land for years to come.

[NAME] is [TITLE] of [ORGANIZATION], located in [City, State] 
