Template Thank You Letter
DIRECTIONS:  Use this template to thank each member of your Congressional delegation for renewing the enhanced easement incentive. Regardless of how your Senators and Representatives came down on the final vote for H.R.4853, the important thing for us is to thank co-sponsors of H.R. 1964 and S. 339—bills to make this incentive permanent.  Their support helped ensure that our extension was included and thanking them NOW is an important step building the relationships we’ll need to make the incentive permanent this year.  (You could also modify the letter to thank non-cosponsors who merely voted for H.R. 4853, or to simply say you’re “pleased that Congress renewed the incentive.”)
Please make sure to personalize your letter.  Congressional staff pay a great deal of attention to letters from individuals who have clearly taken the time to write them.  Form letters do not receive much attention. At the very least please customize the sections in green.  Congressional mail still takes weeks to be processed.  Please FAX your letter instead.
Your Organizational or Personal Letterhead

[DATE]
The Honorable [Member Name]
[U.S. House of Representatives / United States Senate]

Washington, DC [House: 20515 or Senate: 20510]
VIA FAX: [Go to house.gov and senate.gov for fax #’s—the best way to send]

Dear [Senator or Representative and last name]:

I am a [member, volunteer, president, etc] of the [your land trust], which works in [your community] to conserve [extract from your land trust’s mission: are you protecting farmland, wildlife habitat, parks and/or open space?].  
Thanks in part to your support as a co-sponsor of the Conservation Easement Incentive Act [or Rural Heritage Conservation Act for Senators], Congress recently extended a tax incentive that allows [name of your land trust] to work with farmers, ranchers and other modest-income landowners to conserve their land and protect valuable natural and historic resources in [your community].  Our organization protects what makes this community so unique and we need to have this important incentive in our conservation toolkit.
Since 2006, the enhanced easement incentive has helped land trusts across the country work with willing landowners to increase the pace of conservation by a third to over a million acres a year.  [Tell them briefly about at least one specific donation made recently, or in the works, and its value to the local community.  Stories and personal anecdotes are very compelling.] We invite you to come see some of the places we’ve conserved when you’re next in the district.
This extension will help thousands of family farmers, ranchers and foresters to afford the choice of conservation, protecting our clean water, special places, locally grown food, and rural livelihoods. Unfortunately, the short duration of this extension will greatly undermine its effectiveness.  Donating a conservation easement is a lengthy and expensive process that many landowners simply won’t begin if they don’t know what the tax consequences will be.  That’s why we’re very glad to see that, with your help, last year’s bills to make the incentive permanent had 274 House and 41 Senate co-sponsors from all 50 states, including majorities of Democrats and Republicans in the House.
Thanks again for co-sponsoring the Conservation Easement Incentive Act [Senate: Rural Heritage Conservation Extension Act].  We hope you’ll become an original co-sponsor in the new Congress by contacting Lori Prater in the office of Rep. Jim Gerlach (R-PA) [Senate: Tiffany Smith at the Senate Finance Committee]. We look forward to working with you to see that this legislation is enacted before the incentive expires again at the end of this year.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
Organizational or personal address - depending upon letterhead used
