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These are our best ideas for how to present the extended conservation tax incentive to the press and to the public.  Opinion research from around the country shows that most people not intimately involved in land conservation don’t understand what a conservation easement is.  It also shows that the term “voluntary conservation agreement” is a more understandable and positive description. 
*
*
*

CONGRESS RECENTLY RENEWED A MAJOR TAX INCENTIVE FOR THE CONSERVATION OF PRIVATE LAND.
· The Middle Class Tax Relief Act, H.R.4853, renewed a powerful conservation tax incentive for voluntary conservation agreements that had expired December 31, 2009.
· The incentive, which now applies to tax years 2010 and 2011:

· Raises the deduction a landowner can take for donating a voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their income in any year to 50%;

· Allows farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income; and 

· Increases the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 years to 16 years.
· Landowner donations to conservation organizations, known as land trusts, have resulted in millions of acres of farmland, forest and rangeland being conserved for future generations.

· A survey by the Land Trust Alliance shows that this incentive helped America’s 1,700 local land conservation organizations increase the pace of conservation by a third, to over a million acres a year.  
· The Land Trust Alliance led a broad coalition of 1,700 local land trusts, 65 national organizations representing conservationists, sportsmen, farmers and ranchers and a bipartisan list of 300 supporters in Congress who succeeded in renewing this important conservation tool and will work to make it permanent before it expires.
· The renewed incentive is retroactive to January 1, 2010 and will last through December 31, 2011.

THERE IS STRONG BIPARTISAN SUPPORT IN CONGRESS FOR MAKING THIS INCENTIVE PERMANENT.

Bills to make this incentive permanent enjoy broad bipartisan support in Congress.  In the 111th Congress H.R. 1831 and S. 812 had 274 House and 41 Senate co-sponsors from all 50 states, including majorities of Democrats and Republicans in the House. We look forward to working with our Congressional champions, Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and Charles Grassley (R-IA) and Congressmen Mike Thompson (D-CA) and Eric Cantor (R-VA) to make this incentive permanent in 2011. 
· The Land Trust Alliance is leading a broad coalition of local and national organizations representing conservationists, sportsmen, farmers and ranchers.  This coalition and a bipartisan list of supporters in Congress, will work to make the incentive permanent in 2011.

· Donating development rights to land – often a farm or ranch family's most valuable asset – is a lengthy process that requires careful planning and consideration.  Landowners considering a perpetual commitment of their land should not be pressured by an artificial deadline, and many will never begin the process without the reassurance of a permanent incentive.
CONGRESS IS HELPING FAMILY FARMERS AND RANCHERS PROTECT THEIR LAND.

· This incentive has made it economically feasible for thousands of farmers and ranchers of modest means to be able to conserve their land and keep it in agricultural production.
· As an example, under the prior law, an agricultural landowner earning $50,000 a year who donated a conservation easement worth $1 million could take a total of no more than $90,000 in tax deductions.  Under the new law, that landowner can take as much as $800,000 in tax deductions – still less than the full value of their donation, but a significant increase.

AMERICA NEEDS VOLUNTARY, PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION.

· In conserving their land, private landowners play an important part in preserving America’s clean air, clean drinking water, wildlife habitat, scenic views and our most agriculturally productive land.
· Voluntary conservation agreements, also known as conservation easements, can protect working farms and ranches and make it easier for families to leave the land to the next generation.
· Voluntary conservation agreements, also known as conservation easements, give individual landowners a nongovernmental way to conserve natural areas and traditional ways of life that are important to them and their communities.

· The Land Trust Alliance, which represents 1,700 conservation groups across America, establishes best professional practices and provides training to help land trusts meet the highest legal and ethical standards in their work.

