Farm Bill Op-ed Template

DIRECTIONS:  Use this template op-ed to let your local community know that the importance of Farm Bill conservation programs to preserving the character and economic base of your community, and to urge Congress to pass it. Photos can help make your case!
Include local anecdotes to demonstrate the importance of this issue to your community.
The portions highlighted in green are for you to complete. If you have any questions or would like some help or to bounce around ideas, contact Lynne Sherrod (970-487-9924, lsherrod@lta.org).
The Latest Farm Bill: A Good Investment in Land Conservation

A recent report funded by the Department of Agriculture confirmed what many of us take as common sense: there is a direct link between conserving farms and ranches and strengthening the economy of surrounding communities. We also know that protecting land from uncontrolled development has social, economic and environmental benefits. 

In the recently-released publication funded by U.S. Department of Agriculture, “The Power of Leveraging Local and Federal Dollars to Strengthen Agricultural Land Easement Investments,” four case studies illustrate this point. Find it at www.lta.org/policy/frppbenefits.
Investing more than $5 billion a year in a suite of conservation programs, the Farm Bill far exceeds other federal sources of conservation funding. Land trusts and local governments have leveraged this funding into millions of acres of permanently conserved agricultural lands.
The new Farm Bill’s Agricultural Land Easement program will help farmers, ranchers, and forest owners to conserve their land so they’ll be able to pass it on to their children and grandchildren and keep it in productive use.
Failure to enact a 5-year Farm Bill before Congress adjourns could slash this important funding by $500 million. [YOUR ORGANIZATION] urges the [STATENAME] Congressional delegation to protect food and fiber production, clean water, wildlife habitat, and our rural heritage by passing the Farm Bill this year. It’s a good investment for future generations of farmers, ranchers and all Americans.
[NAME] is [INSERT TITLE] of [INSERT ORGANIZATION], located in [City, State]
[E-MAIL ADDRESS]
[TELEPHONE NUMBER]
[FAX]
