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TypE OF FUND 2005 2010 % CHANGE FROM 
2005 TO 2010

Monitoring and stewardship $95,058,947 $163,053,155 72%

Legal defense and enforcement $9,816,022 $27,248,726 178%

Monitoring, stewardship and legal defense combined $123,959,462 $279,232,212 125%

Land acquisition $349,082,037 $359,071,485 3%

operating endowment $197,819,752 $565,588,354 186

TOTAL $775,736,220 $1,394,193,932 80%

Designated Funding - Trends for State and Local Land Trusts

“ Richardson Family park is a textbook 
example of how Los angeles neighborhood 
Land trust grows healthier communities 
through urban parks and gardens. the 
residents joining together to clean up 
and restore this park reignited the sense 
of community, recharged its leadership, 
created a new place for children to play 
and ensured a stronger and healthier 
future for all who live there.”

ALINA bOKDE, ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
LOS ANGELES NEIGHbORHOOD LAND TRUST (CA)
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V. MORE ACCOUNTABLE

The Land Trust Alliance recognizes the achieve-
ments of the 135 land trusts that have earned 
accreditation as of September 2011. 133 of the 135 
accredited land trusts responded to the 2010 Census. 

GROUP STATISTICS LOW HIGH AVERAGE MEDIAN

Total acres conserved 70 866,992 39,195 10,743

Number of full-time staff 0 150 7.51 4

Number of part-time staff 0 49 2.40 1

Number of full-time contractors 0 5 0.07 0

Number of part-time contractors 0 22 1.41 1

Number of board members 5 53 15.53 15

Number of members or financial supporters 0 45,000 1,353.40 500

Number of active volunteers 0 12,000 279.39 50

Operating budget $2,712 $19,500,000 $1,122,370 $400,000

Accredited Land Trusts

A look at their responses as a group demonstrates 
that accreditation is achievable by groups from a 
wide variety of backgrounds. 
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“�The accreditation process is comparable to a marathon—

the health benefits are in the training—getting to run the 

marathon is the reward. Accreditation is about making 

sure your organization is a healthy one—a land trust that  

is able to conserve land in perpetuity by fine-tuning  

their policies and streamlining their operations, all while 

increasing the community’s confidence in your work.”

Mark Steinbach, executive director, Texas Land Conservancy

by state, local and national land trusts in the US 

Protected by accredited land trusts 5,560,074 12%

Protected by The Nature Conservancy (current applicant) 17,811,759 38%

Protected by non-accredited land trusts 23,649,666 50%

TOTAL 47,021,499 100%

Percentage of All Land Protected

Total Land Protected by Accredited  
Land Trusts

As a group, accredited land trusts have protected 
more than 5 million acres of land. This represents 
32% of the total acres protected by state and local 
land trusts, and 12% of the total acres protected by 
all land trusts (state, local and national).

At the same time, we also recognize the hard 
work and dedication of the many land trusts on the 
accreditation path. According to the 2010 Census, 
65% of eligible land trusts who have not yet applied 
for accreditation say that they are preparing to do so.
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“�The Vermont Land Trust’s (VLT) operating endowment 
has greatly contributed to our organization’s stability 
and success. Historically, the value of VLT’s endow-
ment increased as a result of yearly planned gifts  
to our organization, directed to our endowment. In 
addition, VLT’s positive investment performance is 
based on an asset allocation recommended by a  
combination of staff, board of trustee members  
and outside investment managers.”

ELISE ANNES, VICE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNITY RELATIONS, 
 THE VERMONT LAND TRUST
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State
Number of  
Land Trusts Acres Owned

Acres Under 
Easement

Acres Acquired 
and Reconveyed 
and Conserved 
by Other Means

Total Acres  
Conserved

AK 8 1,644 7,136 33,769 42,549

AL 8 8,571 97,035 55,409 161,015

AR 4 928 12,731 414 14,073

AZ 22 1,144 45,708 482,959 529,811

CA 197 538,682 651,270 1,113,490 2,303,442

CO 38 5,916 1,141,098 78,036 1,225,050

CT 137 56,531 36,054 6,964 99,549

DC 3 1 6 0 7

DE 6 21,709 2,588 79,000 103,297

FL 33 11,447 45,164 114,168 170,779

GA 22 3,155 223,653 19,216 246,024

HI 13 496 17,150 2,853 20,499

IA 5 6,394 12,346 88,491 107,231

ID 12 6,297 52,479 26,061 84,837

IL 41 12,464 14,857 64,203 91,524

IN 27 14,386 18,321 4,549 37,256

KS 8 624 19,924 0 20,548

KY 13 2,572 14,528 6,876 23,976

LA 4 7 29,233 533 29,773

MA 159 129,452 80,345 123,537 333,334

MD 56 4,537 167,395 18,708 190,640

ME 88 115,698 1,577,299 103,390 1,796,387

MI 43 45,210 86,355 30,254 161,819

MN 7 4,021 37,741 9,010 50,772

MO 14 150,775 17,438 2,897 171,110

MS 6 2,207 88,931 2,761 93,899

MT 15 41,287 977,340 112,181 1,130,808

NC 35 36,475 154,392 148,802 339,669

ND 0   0  

NE 5 16,143 10,867 45 27,055

NH 34 94,528 200,726 53,020 348,274

NJ 37 62,059 14,608 156,911 233,578

NM 8 322,032 281,816 17,203 621,051

NV 5 492 750 43,770 45,012

NY 97 169,887 281,992 521,928 973,807

OH 44 22,039 78,684 12,423 113,146

OK 3 91 18,199 1 18,291

OR 23 11,084 36,851 5,451 53,386

PA 103 46,048 188,944 267,251 502,243

RI 47 18,052 9,919 1,961 29,932

SC 24 8,066 216,338 21,172 245,576

SD 2 280 1,171 5,361 6,812

TN 20 10,830 58,481 67,570 136,881

TX 36 31,060 300,754 43,447 375,261

UT 8 1,083 47,075 17,560 65,718

VA 36 8,075 642,946 478,766 1,129,787

VT 35 39,041 463,062 111,868 613,971

WA 37 32,852 60,169 186,457 279,478

WI 58 27,596 68,798 23,566 119,960

WV 8 243 24,453 7,000 31,696

WY 5 498 198,248 326,521 525,267

Totals 1,699 2,144,709 8,833,368 5,097,783 16,075,860

Appendix: 2010 Summary Data Table

Number of Land Trusts and Acres Protected by State and Local Land Trusts, as of December 31, 2010

For more charts and tables of Census data, please 
visit our website at www.lta.org/census





“  this grand show is eternal. It is always 
sunrise somewhere; the dew is never all 
dried at once; a shower is forever falling; 
vapor is ever rising. eternal sunrise, eternal 
sunset, eternal dawn and gloaming, on sea 
and continents and islands, each in its turn, 
as the round earth rolls.”

JOHN MUIR



For more about the National Land Trust Census, 
please visit www.lta.org/census or email census@lta.org.
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