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MEMBERS OF INITIAL MEMBERS COMMITTEE

February 16, 2012
Members serve from each of eight regions in addition to the regulatory required Vermont resident member for a total of nine persons.
Pacific Coast:

California, Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, Alaska; Current Committed Land Trusts: 76
Sopac Mulholland (CA) Executive Director, Sequoia Riverlands soapy@sequoiariverlands.org
Soapy began her real estate career in 1978 working for a major west coast developer, managing the acquisition and construction of 15,000 apartment units and consulted on the construction and property management of numerous large-scale projects in the Western United States. Soapy currently sits on the PG&E Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands Stewardship Council as Vice President, the Statewide Blue Print Committee, The Leavens’ Ranches Board of Directors, the Aldo Leopold Award selection committee, and the Tejon Ranch Conservancy Board of Directors. She is a member of the California Cattlemen’s Association and the Farm Bureau. Soapy served under Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger on the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, and under Governor Pete Wilson on the Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board (OSHA).  She participated in the California Agricultural Leadership Program and then served as a member of their Board of Directors.  She previously served on the California Ag Visioning Committee, as interim President of the Tulare County Economic Development Corporation. Soapy’s love of agriculture and the Sierra foothills motivated her to relocate from San Diego to Springville in 1993, where she has owned and managed ranches and a small citrus operation since 1989.  She is now the Executive Director of Sequoia Riverlands.
Mountains & Plains:

Colorado, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, Texas and New Mexico; Current Committed Land Trusts: 74
Ed Cutter (ID) Wood River Land Trust edcutter@gmail.com 
Ed has extensive experience in obtaining liability insurance.  Initially this was through Lloyds and London Companies (H.S. Weavers).  He dealt with the conversion from Occurrence Based policies to Claims Made policies and oversaw the Clorox investments in Bermuda captives as well as a later Hawaiian based captive for financial coverage of its Self Insured Retentions. At both Cutter Laboratories, Inc. and The Clorox Company he was responsible for the defense of product and non-product related general liability claims.  Ed has his JD from Harvard Law School in 1964 and practiced with a California firm until December 1966 when he joined Cutter Laboratories, Inc. in Berkeley, California holding various legal positions including Manager of Legal Services, Corporate Counsel, General Counsel and Vice President-Administration and General Counsel.  From October 1983 until retirement at the end of January 1998, Ed was with The Clorox Company, Oakland, California, initially Vice President-General Counsel & Secretary and then Senior Vice President-General Counsel & Secretary with additional responsibilities for Community Affairs and a member of the Management Executive Committee.  Ed serves as a director of the Wood River Land Trust- and has been the Treasurer, Vice President and President.

Western At-Large:

Cannot be from a state with a person currently on Members Committee serving the Pacific Coast or the Mountains & Plains.
Blair Fitzsimons (TX) Executive Director, Texas Agricultural Land Trust bfitzsimons@txaglandtrust.org

Blair worked for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to establish a $100 million Texas High School Project, and chaired the Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund Board, a $1.5 billion fund established by the Texas Legislature to make grants for telecommunications to rural schools, hospitals and libraries. From 1989 until 2003, Blair together with her husband ran the day-to-day operations of the family’s cattle and hunting ranch, located along the Texas-Mexico border. In 2005, the ranch was named the regional winner of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association’s environmental stewardship award. Blair serves as the founding executive director of the Texas Agricultural Land Trust (TALT). In 2006, as a consultant to American Farmland Trust (AFT), Blair facilitated the start-up of TALT, which was created by leaders from the state’s leading agricultural and landowner organizations. Today TALT holds easements on 98,600 acres, thus making it one of Texas’ largest land trusts. 

Great Lakes: 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Current Committed Land Trusts: 64

William Gebo (MI) Board Member, Little Forks Conservancy wlgebo@gmail.com

Bill worked for The Dow Chemical Company from 1968 to his retirement in 2004.  The last ten years he served as Global Purchasing Director for Rail Services Purchasing (Midland, MI) where he was responsible for managing commercial relationships, negotiating contracts, and establishing overall strategy with regard to global rail services activities (primarily Europe and North America). He managed total contracted expenditures exceeding $500 million per year and was responsible for lobbying efforts in support of Dow’s interests in railroad competition legislation to create alternative railroad access.  In the years prior to that he held various transportation executive level positions around the globe.  Bill is a board member of the Little Forks Conservancy and has an M.B.A. in Finance from University of Michigan Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Atlantic Coast:

Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware, Rhode Island, Virginia, West Virginia, District of Columbia; Current Committed Land Trusts: 62

Barbara Hopkins (MD) Neighbor Space of Baltimore barbara_hopkins@verizon.net

Barbara holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, Magna Cum Laude from Randolph-Macon College (1984), a Master of Public Management from the University of Maryland, College Park, School of Public Affairs (1990), a Juris Doctorate from the University of Maryland, Baltimore, School of Law (1990), a Master of Landscape Architecture from Morgan State University (2008) and is a Gold Certified Efforts to Outcomes (ETO) Site Administrator, Social Solutions, Inc. (2008).  Currently she is the Executive Director of NeighborSpace of Baltimore County, an urban land trust (2009-present) and the Principal of Quick Study Consulting, LLC (2003-present), a management consultant working with the not-for-profit sector on a range of fundraising, strategic planning and outcomes assessment projects.  
Northern New England:

Maine, Connecticut, New Hampshire; Current Committed Land Trusts: 66
George Moore (CT) Lyme Land Conservation Trust george.moore@lymelandtrust.org

George spent the majority of his professional life in sales and marketing, largely in the professional photographic equipment industry. He was General Manager of a photo equipment manufacturing company with 250 employees in Minneapolis and VP of Marketing for a digital imaging company in Denver. These positions required travel within Europe, the Far East, India and Australia.  He is the immediate past president of a fifteen member volunteer board with two part-time staffers and is now the first Executive Director for the Lyme Land Conservation Trust.  George brings first-hand experience of what Terrafirma is all about. Upon becoming President of Lyme Land Conservation Trust he was faced with a serious easement violation that after several years of fruitless negotiations is currently in protracted litigation.

New England:

Vermont, Massachusetts, New York; Current Committed Land Trusts: 62
Wolcott B. Dunham (NY) Board Member Dutchess Land Conservancy wbdunham@debevoise.com

Dick became a Dutchess Land Conservancy Board member in 1996 and is a member of the Audit Committee. He is Of Counsel at the law firm Debevoise & Plimpton LLP and is one of the preeminent insurance industry lawyers in New York. Through 2010, he was global co-chair of the firm’s Financial Institutions Group. He has chaired numerous bar association committees and is the general editor and co-author of the four-volume treatise, New York Insurance Law.  In 2007, he was appointed by the Governor as a member of the New York State Commission to Modernize the Regulation of Financial Services.  He is also Vice President and a director of Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, President of the Fund for Astrophysical Research, a director of Episcopal Charities of the Diocese of New York, a trustee of the Diocese, a trustee of Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York and Chancellor of St. James' Church, New York City. He has served on the board of another risk retention group.   He received his A.B. from Harvard College and his LL.B. from Harvard Law School. 
South East:  

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina; Current Committed Land Trusts: 61

Kevin Hicks (NC) Board Member and Treasurer, North Carolina Coastal Land Trust khicks@mcgeeverllc.com

Kevin is currently the chief financial officer at McGeever LLC a venture capital and private equity business in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina.  He is the strategy lead for new partnerships with investment firms, develops models for investments, conducts due diligence, and creates strategic plans and performance indicators for investments. Kevin is also the President of NC World Trade Association, a non-profit economic development organization providing knowledge and expertise to companies that import and/or export in the State of North Carolina. Kevin was formerly with RCB Bank and is involved with a captive entity providing worldwide insurance.  He is a board member of one of North Carolina’s larger land trusts and is expected to be president; he will be vice chair in 2012.
Vermont Resident:

Sandy Hauserman

Sandy is a former reinsurance intermediary and environmental attorney with 30 years experience in the insurance and reinsurance industry. He has substantial experience in many areas of the Property and Casualty business including sales, marketing, account management, negotiating contracts, underwriting, and providing internal legal advice. His experience also includes; creating & managing start-up companies, drafting reinsurance contracts, overseeing accounting and claims activity, and monitoring regulatory matters.  Sandy was the Senior Vice President/Reinsurance Intermediary with Guy Carpenter & Company, Inc. (Marsh and McLennan Companies, Inc.) for ten years.  Sandy has his Juris Doctor Cum Laude from Pace University School of Law and a Masters of Studies in Environmental Law, Summa cum Laude from Vermont Law School.  He is an ARIAS, U.S. Certified Arbitrator, and Senior Counsel to Nanotech Risk Management, a consulting company providing analysis for understanding the risks and opportunities created by products made with nanotechnology. 

ALLIANCE RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES LLC, a subsidiary of The Land Trust Alliance, Inc.

Officers and Staff

Rand Wentworth is President of the Land Trust Alliance, a Washington, DC based land conservation organization that provides policy, lobbying, and training services for America’s 1697 land trusts.  Prior to joining the Land Trust Alliance in 2002, he was Vice President of the Trust for Public Land and founding director of its Atlanta office.  Previously, Mr. Wentworth was president of a commercial real estate development company.  He is a graduate of Yale University and holds an MBA in finance from Cornell University.  He has testified before the Senate Finance Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee and serves on the Ethics and Accountability Committee of the Independent Sector.  The Atlanta Regional Commission presented Mr. Wentworth its Visionary Regional Leadership Award and the Urban Land Institute recognized him with its Community Leadership Award for creating a river greenway in Atlanta.  Morehouse College has honored Mr. Wentworth for expanding the Martin Luther King Jr. National Park in downtown Atlanta.  

Marilyn Ayres is the Chief Operations and Financial Officer for the Land Trust Alliance.  She joined the Alliance in 1999 after deciding to pursue a career in non-profit financial management.  Her previous experience includes managing the finance, deposit operations, information technology, and loan administration functions for Capital Bank, a small commercial bank, where she served as Senior Vice President and Cashier.   Her career has encompassed all aspects of administrative and financial management.  She received an MBA in Finance in 1997 from The George Washington University and is a licensed CPA.

Leslie Ratley-Beach became the Alliance’s first Conservation Defense Director in August 2007, responsible for a national program to protect conserved lands for all time.  An attorney, she brings in-depth knowledge of conservation through 13 years of work with Vermont Land Trust, where as project counsel she helped acquire over 500 conservation easements and fee-owned parcels, and as stewardship director she led a team stewarding 1430 conservation easements.  Ms. Ratley-Beach has also worked with the Alliance’s education team in authoring the course “Managing Conservation Easements in Perpetuity,” has led trainings at Rally, has written articles for the Alliance’s conservation journal, and has served on numerous land trust advisory committees.  Ms. Ratley-Beach earned her law degree at Boston University and practiced real estate law in Boston for nine years before joining Vermont Land Trust.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and political science from the University of Oregon. lrbeach@lta.org 
